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PRESS CANDERDA, 22 July, 1969

AN SUPPORT OF APOLLO 11"

(Statement by the Minister for Supply, Scnator Ken Anderaon)

"Australian-staffed stations haod performed magnificently
in bringing yeaterday's historio Apollo 11 talecast to the world
and in communicating with the three astrozncuta,"

The iHinister fTor ”"P?lﬁ' Scenator Wen Ancerson, said
this in Canberra today (July 22).

H o said: "All Australicocecan Le proud of the Apolle 11
role played by the trncking stations ut Larnarvon, Eoneysuckle Creek
and Tidbinbilla and by the CSIRO's 210-ft., rodio telescope at
Parkes."

(The three tracking statious wre manajed by the Lepartmeont
of Supply on beoliclf of NAHSA., The Departuent provides the Stntion
Directors nnd the contractors at the stations are Amnlgamcted
Wireless Austrelusic Lt,, Standard Telephonez anid Cables Pty. Ltd.
and SpuceTrack Ity Lid., n subaidiory of Nevher de Havilland
Australis Pty, Ltd.)

The Minister snid: "Equclly ioporiant was the part
playved by the FALA Communications Center at leakin (Canberra),
vhich is stoffed by my lepartment.

"I wvish to thenk all stef? —embers .t these facilities
for their complete dedication and their wonderful respouse
during yesterday's oritical phases."

"The support of the Australian Post Office and of the
Overseas Telecommunicetions Comaission (Austrelis), by suoplying
tho communicat’ ens links with the U.li., his also been i pgreat
contrbution to the Apollo 11 flipht.

"The Austrelien Broadeosting Comnission cnd the Federction
of fustr«llon Commercinl Television Stctions combined to furnish
back-up outside-Lrondcast links, sone of w ich carried the actual
Apolle 11 TV sipnals.

"Yesterdny from 12,51 = 1.02 p.m, both Homeysuckle Creel
and Goldstone (U.3.) received the Apollo 11 t2ecust from the
surface of the moon."

_ "3oth statione fod the si mals to the Wiamsion Control

Center at Houston, Texas, U.L., from whieh they were relayed via
santellite to the world TV pool (Honeysuckle's signals were split off
in Sydney for direct tronsmission to Australian TV stations).®

"This period included Neil Armstrong's first stap on the
moon ot 12 Lrs, 56 min, 2C scec,”



"Prom 1,02 pim,, until the end of the transmissien
at 5.57 p.m, the world sav the Appllo 11 telecasé vis Parkes
(its video signals were also split off in Sydoey for direct
relay to Austrelian TV metwvorks' ",

"Por several hours during erucial phases yesterday,
Honeysuckle Creek and Tidbinbilla had voice and telemetry
cont act wvith one or both of the Apcllo 11 spacecraft.”

"In addition, Carnarvon seut commands to two scientific
experinents (EASEP) which Armestrong and Aldrin placed on the
lunar surface during their wvaolkR,"
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