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SUBJ: HONEYSUCKLE CREEK (DSS A A )  STATION SHUTDOWN
NEARLY 16 YEARS IS A VERY SHORT PERIOD IN HISTORICAL TERMS, BUT
QUITE A LARGE SLICE OF THE SHORT HISTORY OF SPACEFLIGHT.
MANY OF US HAVE BEEN AT HONEYSUCKLE FOR MOST OF THAT PERIOD, AND 
ARE PROUD THAT WE HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN A SMALL WAY WITH SOME OF THE 
MOST INTERESTING AND EXCITING EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF MANKIND.
WE COULD QUOTE STATISTICS, BUT PERHAPS JUST A FEU OF .THE HIGHLIGHTS

Ta I  m ig h t  i l l u s t r a t e  w ha t  we w i l l  m i s s .
J  j fTHE FIRST ORBIT OF A MANNED SPACECRAFT AROUND THE MOON (APOLLO Q U \

\ MAN'S FIRST STEPS ON THE LUNAR SURFACE (APOLLO 1 1 ) .  ^
THE ACTIVATION OF THE FIRST VEHICLE ON THE MOON (APOLLO 1 5 ) ,  AND ALL 

(THE ASSOCIATED SCIENTIF IC  EXPLORATIONS. )
i£HE HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL SUPPORT OF THE VERY COMPLEX SKYLAB M IS S IO N S .^  
SINCE 1975 WE HAVE BEEN LUCKY TO HAVE JOINED THE DEEP SPACE NET AT A 
TIME WHEN VI K I N G LANDED ON MARS. THE VOYAGER AND PIONEER SPACECRAFT 
ARE-XXPLQRING THE OUTER PLANETS. AND~TQ HAOlTXOlTTRirinJTEP~TcT~THESE 
PROJECTS ALSO.
WE HAVE TRIED TO ACT IN A RESPONSIBLE AND PROFESSIONAL WAY, AND AT 
TIMES WE MAY HAVE SEEMED TO DISPLAY A TYPICALLY AUSTRALIAN PRAGMATISM 
IN OUR APPROACH. IN FACT THE MAJORITY OF US ARE IDEALISTS ON THE 
SUBJECT OF SPACE, AND HATE TO THINK THAT AMERICA MAY BE TURNING HER 
BACK ON EXPLORATION, FOR EVEN A LIMITED PERIOD.
THOSE OF US WHO ARE LEAVING THE INDUSTRY SEND BEST WISHES FOR THE 
FUTURE TO OUR FRIENDS AT JPL ,  GODDARD, HOUSTON AND THE OTHER TRACKING 
STATIONS, PARTICULARLY TO THOSE WHO ARE ALSO LEAVING FROM DSS 11 AND 
62 .  I T ' S  BEEN GOOD WORKING WITH YOU.
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